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on the merits (whichever is later); or (3) Before the mailing date of the first Office Action after 
filing a request for continued examination (RCE) under §1.1 14, and therefore, no Statement 
under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) or fee under 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(p) is required. 

In compliance with the concise explanation requirement under 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(3) for 
foreign language documents, Applicant submits the following explanations: 

1. The disclosure on pages 1-2 of the present specification and the submission of an 
English language abstract for JP-A-200 1-293081 constitutes a concise statement of relevance of 
JP-A-200 1-293081. 

2. The disclosure on page 2 of the present specification and the submission of an English 
language abstract for JP-A-7-97401 constitutes a concise statement of relevance of 
JP-A-7-97401. 

3. The disclosure on page 2 of the present specification and the submission of an English 
language abstract for JP-A-60- 130601 constitutes a concise statement of relevance of 
JP-A-60-1 30601. 

4. The disclosure on page 5 of the present specification and the submission of an English 
language abstract for JP-A-63- 123392 constitutes a concise statement of relevance of 
JP-A-63-123392. 

5. The disclosure on page 5 of the present specification and the submission of an English 
language abstract for JP-A-2-234689 constitutes a concise statement of relevance of 
JP-A-2-234689. 
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6. The indication in the International Search Report of the degree of relevance found by 
the foreign patent office and the submission of an English language abstract for JP-A-6-72893 
constitutes a concise statement of relevance of JP-A-6-72893. 

7. The indication in the International Search Report of the degree of relevance found by 
the foreign patent office and the submission of an English language abstract for JP-A-5-236951 
constitutes a concise statement of relevance of JP-A-5-236951. 

8. The indication in the International Search Report of the degree of relevance found by 
the foreign patent office and the submission of an English language abstract for 
JP-A-2000-2 12204 constitutes a concise statement of relevance of JP-A-2000-2 12204. 

9. The indication in the International Search Report of the degree of relevance found by 
the foreign patent office and the submission of an English language abstract for JP-A-9-59303 
constitutes a concise statement of relevance of JP-A-9-59303. 

10. The indication in the International Search Report of the degree of relevance found by 
the foreign patent office for JP-A-2002-529550 and the submission of corresponding 
international patent application WO 00/27887 constitutes a concise statement of relevance of 
JP-A-2002-529550. 

11. The indication in the International Search Report of the degree of relevance found by 
the foreign patent office for JP-A-1 1-509256 and the submission of corresponding international 
patent application WO 97/04012 constitutes a concise statement of relevance of 
JP-A-1 1-509256. 
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The submission of the listed documents is not intended as an admission that any such 
document constitutes prior art against the claims of the present application. Applicant does not 
waive any right to take any action that would be appropriate to antedate or otherwise remove any 
listed document as a competent reference against the claims of the present application. 

The USPTO is directed and authorized to charge all required fees, except for the Issue 
Fee and the Publication Fee, to Deposit Account No. 19-4880. Please also credit any 
overpayments to said Deposit Account. 



Respectfully submitted, 




SUGHRUE MION, PLLC 
Telephone: (202) 293-7060 
Facsimile: (202) 293-7860 



Bruce E. Kramer 
Registration No. 33,725 



WASHINGTON OFFICE 



23373 



CUSTOMER NUMBER 



Date: February 15,2007 
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